RELATIONSHIPS

ATTITUDES - WRONG!
Saul, the first king of Israel, despite having been given a new heart by God, showed very little trust when faced with a difficulty.  Instead of waiting, trusting that the Lord God was in control of the situation, he allowed fear and impatience to control him and acted in disobedience to God’s known command.  A little later he allowed greed to stop him, and again disobeyed God’s command.  The result was that God rejected him saying through Samuel, “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord?  To obey is better than sacrifice, and to really listen is better than to offer the fat of rams.  Because you have rejected the Word of the Lord, he has rejected you from being king.” 1Sam.10:9, 13:8-14, 15:1-28
Again, very much later we see Judas, having been chosen and called by Jesus himself, giving in to the desire for money, first stealing from the money bag, and then betraying Jesus for another bag of money.  No wonder the Word tells us that “the love of money is the root of all evil.”  We see this attitude again showing itself when Mary anointed Jesus feet with a very costly ointment.  We see the end result of allowing this attitude of greed to control, when it allows Satan to put things into the heart, and eventually take over control. Jh.6:70, 12:6, Matt.26:14-16, 1Tim.6:10, Jh.12:1-8, 13:2, 13:27
One of the great wonders of the love, compassion and mercy of our God is that, even while Judas was in the act of betraying him, Jesus reached out to him in that love, still calling him friend.  How amazing! Matt.26:47-50
Then we see the two sisters, Mary and Martha, in action.  Martha seems to do the right thing in looking after the physical needs of Jesus and his disciples, while Mary just sits and listens to his Words.  Now, while there can be no disputing the importance of what Martha was doing, as she was obeying the command of service, she was doing it in a one eyed way.  In essence she was patting herself on the back for her efforts, while complaining that Mary wasn’t doing her part, as she saw it. Luk.10:38-39, Gal.5:13, Luk.10:40-41  

Yet Jesus, while in no way suggesting that what Martha was doing for him was wrong, nevertheless, her attitude of heart was wrong, and so he said that Mary had chosen the better part.  In fact there was no good reason why Martha could not have heard what Jesus spoke of while continuing to serve, but her heart attitude got in the way of listening to him, so all she heard was the thoughts of her flesh telling her that Mary should have been up helping.  How often we deny ourselves the joy of really hearing the Masters Words because we let wrong thoughts, wrong mental attitudes, have sway in our minds, and then in our hearts? Luk.10:41, Pro.2:1-12, 2Cor.10:5
We also see how Demas, despite having worked along side the apostle Paul, and having seen God’s great workings through that man, in love with the world and so deserting him, doing his own thing.  Does that sound familiar? Col.4:14, 2Tim.4:10
We see that Satan’s real problem was one of pride in his own beauty, which caused him to never take the Word of God into his heart, or never submit to his Lordship, unlike Michael who wanted to serve the Word, and Gabriel who was so willing to serve as a messenger on numerous occasions. Ezek.28:12-17, Dan.10:10-21
One final question!  I ask you, as I’ve asked myself, does your heart attitude resemble that of Michael and Gabriel, as shown in Jesus Christ, or is it more like that of Satan, as shown in Judas?  And I know that I have to continually face myself with this question. 1Cor.11:31
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